THE  AGE  OF  REASON
of Darlington, and Baroness von der Schulenburg, who
became Duchess of Kendal. The latter acted as a
political intermediary, attached by strong financial ties
to Walpole, while the former drove a lucrative trade in
vending small Court favours. The woman who should
have been Queen of England, Sophia Dorothea of Celle,
had been divorced by her husband in 1694 on a charge of
adultery with Konigsmarck, whom the Jacobites alleged
to be the father of George II. Her fate, which recalls
that of her great-granddaughter, the unhappy wife of
Christian VII of Denmark, was one of the most cruel in
modern history. She was still little more than a girl
when the tribunal that pronounced sentence of divorce
debarred her from ever marrying again, though leaving
George at liberty to do so. For the remaining thirty-two
years of her life she was confined to the castle of Ahlden,
which is situated in the dreary plains of North Germany,
where she was cut off from all society of her own age and
rank; she was not allowed to see her children, and when
her son, later George II, attempted to gain access to his
mother, he was forcibly prevented. The wretched
woman died in 1726*
The influence of the King upon the course of English
history was negative, but considerable.
"He could speak no English, and was past the age of
learning. Our customs and laws were all mysteries to
him, which he neither tried to understand, nor was
capable of understanding if he endeavoured it."2
In these circumstances he was, in his new kingdom, like
a man lost in a fog.   Not one of his ministers could speak
1  cf. Wilkins, W. H.: The Love of an Uncrowned Queen, passim.
2  Letters of Lady Mary Wortley Montag^ Vol. I, p. in.
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